
Parish 
Week 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 

12 January 2020 

 
Saturday, 11 Jan.  

  8.00 am Mass: Int. Thanksgiving (Abraham family) 

12.00 pm ShareLife Committee  

  5.00 pm Mass: † Mina Kapadia (Ushers & Greeters) 

  6.30 pm Children’s Choir Concert 
 

SUNDAY, 12 JAN. / BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
 

■ Homilist: Fr. Edwin Galea 
 

  9.00 am Mass: Int. Costantina & Giuseppe Grande 

  50th Wedding Anniversary (Children) 
 

10.30 am Mass: † Dean Fernandes (Thomas & Sally Lemos) 

12.00 pm Mass: † Simoes family (George) 
 

  1.30 pm Infant Baptism 

  7.00 pm Mass: Pro Populo 
 

  Monday, 13 January / St. Hilary, bishop & martyr 
 

 ■ Bishop Vincent Nguyen: Episcopal Ordination anniversary (2010)   
 

  8.00 am Mass: † Valeriana / Jose Sr. Bangalando (Cynthia) 

  7.00 pm Mass: † Orlando, Virginia & Arnel Tolentino (family) 

  7.40 pm Removal of Christmas decorations 
 

Tuesday, 14 Jan.  

  8.00 am Mass: † Mac & Fe Matubis (Greg) 
 

Wednesday, 15 Jan.  

  8.00 am Mass: † John S. Black (McLaughlin Family) 
 

  7.00 pm Mass: Pro Populo 

  7.30 pm St. Albert School 1st Reconciliation & 

  1st Communion Family Info Meeting 
 

Thursday, 16 Jan. 
 

■ Cardinal Thomas Collins: Birthday (1947)  
 

  8.00 am Mass: † Lydia Marquez (Dolores) 
 

Friday, 17 Jan. / St. Anthony, abbot 

  8.00 am Mass: † Chito Claudio (family) 

11.00 am ►Ina Grafton Nursing Home Mass 
 

Saturday, 18 Jan.  

  8.00 am Mass: Int. Fr. Elias (friend) 

  5.00 pm Mass: † Charlotte & Louis Hector Wijesingha 

  (Errol & Malini) 
 

SUNDAY, 19 JAN. / 2-A 
 

■ Homilist: Fr. Elias Chachati 
 

  9.00 am Mass: † Alfred & Victoria (family) 

10.30 am Mass: † Giovanni Diliso (family) 

12.00 pm Mass: Int. William Cenizal (family) 
 

  1.00 pm Knights of Columbus 

  7.00 pm Mass: Pro Populo 

Focus on the Word 
 

The Baptism of the Lord, Year A 
Isaiah 42.1-7; Acts 10.34-38; Matthew 3.13-17 

 

Almighty ever-living God, who, when Christ had been baptized in 

the River Jordan and as the Holy Spirit descended upon him, 

solemnly declared him your beloved Son, grant that your children 

by adoption, reborn of water and Holy Spirit, may always be well 

pleasing to you.  Amen. 

 
 

Pray for the Deceased 
 

Edward Fernando, Jesse Jonathan Serneo, 
 

The 240 victims of the ethnic violence in Congo 

 
 

Liturgy Notes 
12 JANUARY: ■ Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 

For this feast, we renew our Baptism Promises. 

□ End of the liturgical Christmas Season 

We remove our remaining Christmas decorations and dismantle 

the Nativity Scene. Parents: this is your last chance to take the 

annual photo of your children at the Scene in our Church. 
 

The removal of our Christmas decorations will be held Monday 

evening, 13 January, after the 7.00 pm Mass. 
 

 

Ordinary 
 Time 
 

The day following the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord marks the 

resumption of the liturgical season called ORDINARY TIME.  There 

is nothing “ordinary” about Ordinary Time.  Its name refers simply 

to the fact that weeks are listed by ordinal numbers; 1st, 2nd 3rd, etc. 
 

During Ordinary Time, we examine the ordinary ways in which we 

celebrate the mysteries of God’s Kingdom in our lives.  Ordinary 

Time begins after Christmas season. It is interrupted a few weeks 

later by Lent and Easter; it resumes on the day after Pentecost, and 

continues until the beginning of a new Liturgical Year on the 1st 

Sunday of Advent. 
 

During this longest of the liturgical season - 34 weeks altogether – 

we reflect on the message of Christ and on our role as a Christian 

community, in helping to bring about the Kingdom of God in the 

world. We focus on the work of being the Church: sharing the 

mission of Jesus to proclaim God’s love. 
 

 

 COMING UP 26c20 
 

20 Jan. St. Maria Goretti School 1st Reconciliation & 1st Communion 

 Family Information Night #1 (7:30 pm) 
 

21 Jan. St. Maria Goretti School 1st Reconciliation & 1st Communion 

 Family Information Night #2 (7:30 pm) 
 

23 Jan. St. Maria Goretti School Mass (12:30 pm) 
 

26 Jan. Presentation:Catholic Cemeteries 
 

 
 

Website   stmariagoretti.archtoronto.org 
For more information on these and other parish activities, see 

pages 3 and following in the website bulletin.   



 

 

 Renewal of 
 Baptism Promises 
 

 Priest: Do you reject Satan, and all 

 his works, and all his empty promises? 
 

 All: “I DO.” 
 

 Priest: Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth? 
 

 All: “I DO.” 
 

 Priest: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 

 Our Lord, who was born of the Virgin Mary, 

 was crucified, died and was buried, 

 rose from the dead, and is now seated 

 at the right hand of the Father? 
 

 All: “I DO.” 
 

 Priest: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the Holy Catholic Church, 

 the Communion of Saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and life everlasting? 
 

 All: “I DO.” 
 

 

1st Reconciliation, 1st Communion 

Information Meetings 
 

Parents with children ready to enroll as Candidates for 
 

 FIRST RECONCILIATION AND FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
 

are invited to attend one of three Information Meetings this month: 
 
 

FOR ST. ALBERT SCHOOL: 

Wednesday - 15 January 
 

FOR ST. MARIA GORETTI SCHOOL: 

Monday or Tuesday - 20 or 21 January 
 

Mass will be celebrated at 7.00 pm, and the meeting will follow 

immediately in the Church. 
 

This invitation is extended to all families who have: 
 

❑ Children in Grade 2 in our Catholic Schools; 
 

❑ Children in private and public schools who have been enrolled 

in the Saturday Sacramental Preparation classes, which begin each 

year in September. 
 

We also welcome: 
 

❑ Families with children enrolled in Catholic schools in Grade 3 

or above, and who have not yet received these Sacraments; 
 

❑ Families with children in private and public schools who have 

just moved into our parish and would like information on enrolling 

the children in our Saturday classes next September, to prepare for 

these Sacraments in 2021.  
 

Stewardship 
2020 Sunday Envelopes 

 

Parishioners may pick up their 2020 Sunday 

Offertory Envelopes in the Vestibule after 

Mass. They are for registered parishioners 

only; if you are new to the area and have 

not yet registered, welcome! Go to the 

Office window, and fill a registration form. 

 

The 2019 Tax Receipts are being prepared, and will be made 

available shortly in the Vestibule. 
 

Many thanks to all our faithful parishioners for your generous 

support of our wonderful parish through your weekly stewardship!  

This is an act of honour to God, our Creator. 

 

Stewardship Planning Conference   5 February 

 

Dear Friends of Stewardship, 
 

We want to reach out to you to share some exciting news! 
 

A special announcement is coming soon. As champions of 
stewardship, we wanted you to hear about it first! 
 

Cardinal Collins has decided to institute “Stewardship Sunday” 
across the entire Archdiocese on 20 September. He will be 
providing a homily for all parishes to use on that weekend. 
 

Imagine! The Cardinal will preach the message of stewardship in 
every parish on the same weekend across the entire Archdiocese! 
 

For this reason - and to reconnect in fellowship - we are hoping to 
gather all parish Stewardship teams to discuss this important 
development, how it fits into your stewardship efforts, the 
resources we will be forming, and to collect your thoughts. More 
details will follow. For now, please save the date below in your 
calendars and have each parish team RSVP me via email to let me 
know how many will be able to attend. We would really enjoy 
seeing everyone together again and hope you will be able to come. 
Here are the particulars: 
 

Date Wednesday, 5 February 

Time 7:00 - 9:00 pm 

Place Corpus Christi Church 

 16 Lockwood Road, Toronto 
 

Sincerely, Quentin Schesniuk 
 

(Special thanks to Fr. Prasanth George, pastor, and Leanne Kloppenborg, 

team coordinator, for their kind offer to host this conference.) 

 
 

 Special Gifts 
 

We extend sincere thanks to some kind servants of Our Blessed 

Mother, who have generously gifted our parish with devotional 

items to help foster a profound love of Mary in our community. 
 

One very effective gift is the ROSARY BOOKLET available at the 

Information rack in the Vestibule, detailing this powerful prayer. 
 

Another gift is the statue of OUR LADY MARY MEDIATRIX OF ALL 

GRACE, presently situated near the pulpit. This is the image of Our 

Mother used in the 2,000 HAIL MARY DEVOTION on 5 October 2019. 
 

 

ShareLife Committee   12 pm, 11 January 
The next ShareLife Committee meeting will be held at 12 noon on 

Saturday, 11 January, in the Vestibule. 



Focus on the Word 
 

Baptism of the Lord  
 

A Scriptural look at today’s feast, from the viewpoint of 

the Theology of the Body. 
 

Isaiah 42.1-7; Acts 10.34-38; Matthew 3.13-17 
 

Christ Makes Baptism a Bath of Rebirth 
 

Today we celebrate Christ’s Baptism in the Jordan. It’s 

a mystery of unfathomable depths – in fact, as the 

Catechism tells us, it’s a “nuptial mystery” (CCC 1617). 

Saint Paul speaks of the “generous love of God” that 

“saved us through the bath of rebirth and renewal by 

the Holy Spirit.” (Titus 3:4-5). A generous love, as the 

root of the word indicates, is a love that generates, a 

love that gives birth.  The Holy Spirit – “the Lord, the 

giver of life,” as we say in the Nicene Creed – is the 

generous/generating love of God. Natural generation 

through perishable seed points to the supernatural 

generation of Baptism in which Christ gives his 

“imperishable seed” (CCC 1228) to his Church-Bride and 

she “brings forth sons … to a new and immortal life” 

(CCC 507).  In baptism we encounter an open exchange 

between heaven and earth: heaven opens its mysteries 

to be poured out on earth and earth opens to receive 

them.  This is what occurred in Christ’s Baptism: 

heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended, as 

we read in the Gospel.  In turn, earth opened and all her 

waters were impregnated with the power to give new 

life.  Blessed are those who are regenerated through 

water and the Spirit.  Lord, help us understand how 

blessed we are!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nick Sandmann settles with CNN 
7 January 2020 (LIFESITENEWS) – At least one of the 

defamation suits brought against the media by pro-life 

teenager Nick Sandmann will not proceed to trial, as CNN 

agreed Tuesday to a settlement in the case. 
 

Immediately after last year’s MARCH FOR LIFE in Washington, 

D.C., the press erupted with claims that a video showed boys 

from a Catholic school in Kentucky harassing Nathan Phillips, 

a Native American activist, near the Lincoln Memorial. 
 

But additional extended video and firsthand accounts soon 

revealed that Phillips was the one who waded into the group 

waiting for its bus and decided to beat a drum inches from 

Sandmann’s face, while the boys had merely performed 

school cheers in hopes of drowning out racist taunts from 

members of the Black Hebrew Israelites fringe group. 
 

As additional video came to light, many journalists and other 

public figures quickly deleted their snap condemnations of 

the students, while some either tried to keep the original 

narrative alive or refused to unequivocally retract or 

apologize for their initial claims, leading to various lawsuits 

on behalf of the boys. 
 

Among the challenges was a $250 million suit against 

CNN for broadcasting into “millions of homes” the “idea 

that [Sandmann] was part of a mob...yelling racist slurs,” 

according to attorney L. Lin Wood. But the suit was settled 

Tuesday for an as-yet-undisclosed sum 
 

Sandmann’s lawsuits against other individuals and media 

giants remain pending, including a $275 million suit against 

NBC Universal and a $250 million suit against the 

Washington Post. Sandmann’s legal team stresses that the 

dollar amounts are not sought for the teen’s sake but to deter 

the press from smearing others in the future. 
 

Attorneys Robert Barnes and Kevin Murphy have also filed 

defamation suits on behalf of eight other Covington 

students, targeting Democrat Sen. Elizabeth Warren, Rep. 

Deb Haaland, CNN’s Ana Navarro, the New York Times’ 

Maggie Haberman, ABC News’s Matthew Dowd, ex-CNN 

personalities Kathy Griffin and Reza Aslan, Kentucky entre-

preneur Adam Edelen, Princeton University’s Kevin Kruse, 

left-wing activist Shaun King, Mother Jones editor-in-chief 

Clara Jeffery, and Rewire editor-in-chief Jodi Jacobson. 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/
https://www.lifesitenews.com/
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/breaking-final-covington-report-clears-students-of-wrongdoing-in-march-for
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/breaking-final-covington-report-clears-students-of-wrongdoing-in-march-for
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/breaking-final-covington-report-clears-students-of-wrongdoing-in-march-for
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/breaking-final-covington-report-clears-students-of-wrongdoing-in-march-for
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https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/sandmann-attorney-suing-cnn-for-more-than-250-million-over-direct-attacks-on-covington-boys-at-march-for-life
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/judge-allows-nick-sandmann-to-sue-nbc-for-275-million-over-covington-smears
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His Excellency 
Wayne Kirkpatrick 
named Bishop of 
Antigonish, Nova Scotia 
 
18 December 2019 
 

Pope Francis has appointed Bishop Wayne 

Kirkpatrick as the new Bishop of Antigonish, Nova 

Scotia. At present, His Excellency is an Auxiliary 

Bishop of the Archdiocese of Toronto. 
 

Bishop Kirkpatrick commented on his appointment: “I 

am humbled by the trust placed in me by the Holy 

Father to serve the faithful of the Diocese of Antigonish 

as their shepherd. I look forward to meeting the people 

who call this beautiful part of Canada home. I ask for 

your prayers and be assured of mine as I prepare for 

this new chapter of ministry.” 
 

Cardinal Thomas Collins, Archbishop of Toronto, 

offered words of appreciation and encouragement upon 

learning of the appointment: 
 

“We will miss Bishop Kirkpatrick in the Archdiocese 

of Toronto where he served faithfully with joy since 

2012. We are grateful for his extensive contributions 

and pastoral outreach to many, especially in the 

Northern Pastoral Region. As Bishop of Antigonish, he 

will be a shepherd among the people, bringing the light 

of hope to share in abundance. I invite our entire faith 

community to join me in offering our prayers as he 

prepares for his new mission entrusted to him by the 

Holy Father.”  
 

Sincerely in Christ, 

 

 

 Thomas Cardinal Collins, Archbishop of Toronto 

 
 

 

Wayne Kirkpatrick was born 5 June 1957 in St. 

Catharines, Ontario. He studied at the University of 

Waterloo, St. Jerome’s College, earning a Bachelor of Arts 

(Philosophy) before entering St. Augustine’s Seminary in 

1980. He completed a Masters of Divinity and was ordained 

to the priesthood on September 1, 1984. He also studied at 

St. Paul University in Ottawa, receiving a Licentiate 

(Masters) in Canon Law in June 1990. 
 

As a priest, Fr. Kirkpatrick served the Diocese of St. 

Catharines in diverse roles following his ordination, 

including 22 years in diocesan administration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He,concurrently served in parish ministry as a Pastor for 17 

years. He served as Moderator of the Curia, Chancellor and 

Judicial Vicar of the diocese, and as Rector of the Cathedral. 
 

Fr. Kirkpatrick was named a Prelate of Honour by Saint 

John Paul II in June 1999, a Papal Honour that bestows the 

title of “Monsignor” on priests recognized for their service 

to the church. Consecrated as a bishop in July 2012, Bishop 

Kirkpatrick served as an Auxiliary Bishop, with 

responsibility for the Northern Region of the Archdiocese of 

Toronto. He also served as Episcopal Vicar for Religious 

institutes of men and women in the archdiocese and 

Episcopal Vicar for the Francophone community. Since 

2014, he has served as President of St. Augustine’s 

Seminary, as well as a member of the Board of Trustees of 

the Toronto School of Theology. An honorary trustee of the 

York Catholic District School board, Bishop Kirkpatrick has 

also served as a member of the Assembly of Catholic 

Bishops of Ontario Social Affairs Commission, Member of 

the National Muslim Christian Liaison Committee and Co-

Chair of the Roman Catholic / 

United Church Dialogue. 
 

His Episcopal motto “Abide 

in me”, references John 15: 4-

5: "Abide in me as I abide in 

you. Just as the branch cannot 

bear fruit by itself unless it 

abides in the vine, neither can 

you unless you abide in me. I 

am the vine, you are the 

branches."  



 

His Excellency 
Bishop Vincent Nguyen 
celebrates 10 Years as a 
Bishop: 13 January 2010 

 

Bishop Vincent Hieu Nguyen is the Auxiliary Bishop of 

Toronto responsible for the Eastern Region, including 40 

parishes and missions in Scarborough and Durham Region. 
 

Bishop Nguyen was born in Saigon, Vietnam arriving in 

Canada in 1984.  After completing his high school educa-

tion in Toronto, he achieved a Bachelor of Applied Science 

(Electrical Engineering) from the University of Toronto in 

1991. He earned his Masters of Divinity from St. Augustine 

Seminary of Toronto in 1998. He was ordained a Priest on 9 

May 1998. He was awarded a licentiate in Canon Law from 

the Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas (Angelicum), 

Rome in 2008.  He was appointed Vice-Chancellor of Spirit-

ual Affairs in August 2008. In September 2009, he was 

appointed Chancellor of Spiritual Affairs and Moderator of 

the Curia. On 6 November 2009 Pope Benedict XVI 

appointed him Auxiliary Bishop of Toronto.  His episcopal 

ordination was at St. Michael Cathedral on 13 January 2010. 
 

In addition to his regional responsibilities, Bishop Nguyen is 

also the Vicar for Permanent Deacons. 
 

His motto “Ego Vobiscum Sum” (I am with you) are the 

words of Jesus at the end of Matthew’s Gospel (Mt 28:20). 

It is a reminder to the bishop that the Triune God is with 

him as he responds to his Episcopal call to be present and 

involved with the People of God as they together bear 

witness to Christ.  Ad Multos Annos ! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Army Veterans are escorted from the Church following 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the Remembrance Day Mass on 10  November 2019. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: 2019 CWL Service Pin Award (23 December). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below: Melchora Mulla receives a blessing for her 

birthday coming up on 4 January (1 January 2020). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



St. Michael 
Patron Saint of the 

Archdiocese of Toronto 
 

St. Michael is the patron Saint of our Archdiocese, 

and of several of its central institutions. After the 

death of Michael Power, our heroic first bishop, St. 

Michael Cathedral was dedicated on the feast of St. 

Michael, 29 September 1848. It is fitting, that, as a 

community of faith, we celebrate our heavenly 

patron, St. Michael the Archangel, and that we ask 

for his intercession. 
 

We hear about St. Michael in the Bible, especially 

in the Book of Daniel and in the Book of 

Revelation, which remind us that the personal 

struggles that each of us confronts during our brief 

passage through this earthly life, and the challenges 

that the Church itself confronts, are all set within 

the majestic perspective of the triumph of good 

over evil that is made clear in Revelation 12, and 

that is reflected as well in Ephesians 6. God calls 

on each of us to engage courageously in a battle 

against evil that transcends our individual life 

story, and to help us to do that we seek the 

intercession of St. Michael.  
 

For many years the traditional Prayer to St. 

Michael was prayed at the end of weekday Mass. 

Pope John Paul II referred to it: “May prayer 

strengthen us for the spiritual battle of which the 

Letter to the Ephesians spoke: “Be strong in the 

Lord and in the strength of His might.” The Book 

of Revelation refers to the same battle, recalling 

before our eyes the image of St. Michael the 

Archangel. Pope Leo XIII certainly had this picture 

in mind when, at the end of the last century, he 

introduced throughout the Church a special prayer 

to St. Michael: “St. Michael the Archangel, defend 

us in battle. Be our protection against the 

wickedness and snares of the devil…..” Although 

this prayer is no longer recited at the end of Mass, I 

ask everyone not to forget it and to recite it to 

obtain help in the battle against the forces of 

darkness and against the spirit of this world.” 

(Regina Caeli Address, 24 April, 1994) Pope 

Francis has also recommended this prayer. 

The Prayer to St. Michael is deeply rooted in the 

Word of God and in the living faith tradition of the 

Church. Each of us can so easily become caught up 

in the illusions of our rich and individualistic 

society, but the Prayer to St. Michael reminds us of 

the stark seriousness of the daily battle against evil 

in all its forms. It is a bluntly realistic prayer in its 

recognition of the harsh fact of evil, something 

from which we can all tend to avert our gaze. More 

than that, however, it is a joyfully confident state-

ment of serene trust in the power of God. That is 

the source of our joyful hope: the divine energy 

that derives the evangelization of this world. 
 

Like all prayers addressed to Our Lady or to any of 

the other saints, this prayer addressed to St. 

Michael really leads us to Christ, our merciful 

Redeemer, whom we and all the saints worship as 

Our Lord. It also encourages us in our individual 

struggles when we realize that all of the saints in 

the whole Communion of Saints love and support 

us. We are not alone.  
 

Some of the terms found in the traditional prayer to 

St. Michael might be a bit unfamiliar, and so I offer 

the following reflections on the biblical and 

spiritual background to the prayer: 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. 
 

One of our great Christian spiritual classics, the 

“Spiritual Combat” of L. Scupoli, reminds us of the 

struggle that we frail children of God experience in 

our quest for holiness. As G.K. Chesterton once 

observed, life is a journey, and a puzzle, but also a 

battle. Individually, and as a community of faith, 

we are called to make known the light and the love 

of Christ in a world where the darkness of violence 

and injustice too often reign. We are to imitate 

Christ in daily life, to love with the love of God on 

earth – to be like God. The very name “MICHAEL” 

means “who is like God.” We call out to St. 

Michael the Archangel, to help us to be like God in 

our daily love of neighbor, and to defend us in this 

day of battle against all that is not of God. 
 

Be our protection against the wickedness and 
snares of the Devil. 
 

We should not make “the devil made me do it” an 

excuse for our sins; Satan tempts, but does not 

compel. God has granted free will to each of us, 

and constantly guides and sustains us in the 



exercise of our free will not only directly, but also 

indirectly through His saints, like St. Michael. But 

we are vulnerable to the snares of temptation. Each 

of us should reflect on Genesis 3 of the tempting of 

Adam and Eve. That biblical passage reveals a 

common pattern of human folly and pride. It is a 

mirror in which, if we are honest, we can see 

ourselves. An inflated ego can mislead anyone, and 

we can easily fall to the snares of temptation. 
 

Christian tradition identifies three basic sources of 

temptation: the world, the flesh and the devil. The 

world, the environment in which we live, which is 

scarcely conducive to a life of virtue, can ensnare 

us in temptation. Temptations can also come from 

within, from the flesh, and it is helpful to examine 

our consciences daily using the categories of the 

seven deadly sins, which are really facets of the 

temptations of the flesh: pride, anger, envy, greed, 

laziness, lust and gluttony. And, finally, we can be 

tempted by the devil, the fallen angel of 

temptation. See Matthew 4:1-11 for the description 

of the temptation of Jesus in the desert. To 

recognize the Satanic dimensions of evil is part of 

our faith and anyone who has even for a moment 

observed or experienced the resilient reality of evil 

in this world will not ignore it. We should not over-

emphasize or dramatize this fact of reality, or 

unhealthily dwell upon it, but ignore it at our peril.  
 

We can so easily be naïve, and fail to recognize the 

cosmic context of the earthly struggle against evil. 

St. Paul corrects that when he writes “Put on the 

whole armour of God, so that you may be able to 

stand against the wiles of the devil; for we are not 

contending against flesh and blood, but against the 

principalities and powers; against the world rulers 

of this present darkness; and against the spiritual 

hosts of wickedness in the heavens.” (Ephesians 6:11-

12) Along with the world and the flesh, which we 

can know more easily, the devil is a powerful 

source of temptation to evil, and those who have 

beheld or have experienced the sheer diabolic 

wickedness of some of the evil in this world will 

not fail to acknowledge that. So we work diligently 

to eradicate evil, and hold accountable those who 

engage in it, and most importantly we offer the 

alternative of sacrificial love, in the imitation of 

Christ. But we also engage in fasting, and in 

prayer, and especially the Prayer of St. Michael. 
 

May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
 

In all our struggles we totally depend on the action 

of God. In Revelation 12, which is the main 

scriptural source for the Prayer of St. Michael, the 

vision of God’s protection of the Church 

encourages the disciples of the Lord in the midst of 

their struggles on earth. We also call to mind the 

words of Jesus in Matthew 4:10 “Begone, Satan! 

For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord, your 

God, and him only shall you serve.” 
 

And do thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, by 
the power of God, thrust into hell Satan, and all 
the evil spirits, who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of soul. Amen. 
 

All is done by the power of God, and we simply 

ask that St. Michael be our protector, acting always 

by the power of God, keeping in mind the words 

found in the First Letter of Peter, which along with 

Revelations 12 is a scriptural foundation for the 

Prayer to St. Michael: “Humble yourselves under 

the mighty hand of God, that in due time he may 

exalt you. Cast all your anxieties on him, for he 

cares about you. Be sober, be watchful. Your 

adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring 

lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm 

in your faith…..” (1 Peter 5:6-9) Joyfully, confidently, 

and serenely trusting in God, we nonetheless 

always need to be vigilant in battling against every 

form of 

evil, and we 

ask St. 

Michael to 

come to our 

aid in that 

battle.  
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